
      Since we broke ground in 2011, the Open Door Community Garden on 

South 19th and Amarillo streets has served as a gathering place as people from 

the church and larger community come to work and to play together. If you’ve 

walked over to or driven by the garden lately, you have seen the newest 

addition to our gathering space . . . a beautiful pavilion! (See photo bottom 

right.) This pavilion will offer shade from the sun, additional seating and the 

opportunity to collect rainwater to water the garden. (The next time you see Carlton Villers, please thank 

him for his hard work in patience in overseeing the construction of this new structure and gift of our 

neighborhood.) 

      The best way I know to celebrate a new space is with a party, full of friends, laughter, and of course, 

good food! So, please, mark your calendars, for Sunday, July 16, at 5 p.m. for  Pavilion Party! We will 

bless our pavilion and enjoy each other’s company while we eat and play. (Stay tuned for more 

information about food trucks and games!) 

      Our Open Door Community Garden currently serves as the most visible manifestation of our 

presence in our neighborhood and of our service in that area of what we call our local mission field. And 

I am so grateful for all of you who serve in the garden in whatever way you can. Thank you! 

      Connecting through the Open Door is so much fun, and now David Feemster has provided a way for 

us to stay connected off site. If you have a Facebook account, you are welcome to join the public group 

that will keep you informed of what is going on at the garden and give you the chance to contribute your 

thoughts and ideas. Just login to Facebook and search for “Open Door Community Garden.” It is a great 

way to stay connected. Thanks, David! 

      During the next several months, I will be forming teams to serve in additional ways in the 

neighborhood, including communicating with and 

connecting with our neighbors, so if you are 

interested in learning more about that, please 

contact me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org  

or (325) 660-5017 or by making a note on the back 

of your Welcome Card. And check the In Action for 

more information! 

      Great things are growing in the Open Door 

garden! Grace and Peace, Amy 
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